Connor Sturgeon 
My Perspective on Why IQ is not an Accurate Predictor of Success 

The special reading assignment posited that IQ is not an accurate predictor of future 
success. It can also be inferred from the article that grades are not a perfect model either. In the 
article, the author points to a more abstract quality, grit, that points more directly to “success”. 
Obviously, there are a number of variables that go into becoming a successful person and a 
competent member of society, but the ability to overcome adversity makes sense as a quality 
that would lead a person to reach their goals. Everyone faces challenges in life, and the capacity 
to conquer these hurdles should lead one to where they want to go. Additionally, | would 
propose that a person’s perspective has a heavy bearing on how successful they are. Where a 
person was raised, whether they had both parents, whether the parents were supportive of the 
student’s goals, what the family’s economic situation was, and numerous other variables all go 
into a what exactly determines success. At this point, the debate begins to enter that larger 
question of nature versus nurture and how much a person’s environment affects them as 
opposed to their biological tendencies. | am a firm believer that while a person’s DNA provides 
the framework for them, the environment in which they were raised and live in has a much 
stronger bearing on how they turn out as an adult. Finally, | believe that Mr. Gladwell makes an 
excellent point in reference to low confidence, and | think a solution to this would be to allow 
students to experience a wider range of disciplines in hopes that they can find what they are 


good at and what they enjoy. 
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